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WASHINGTON, D.C.—Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) today decried the assessment by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' proposal to reduce the minimum water flow in the Apalachicola River to an eventual 4,150 cubic feet per second (cfs) from 5,000 cfs—a 16 percent reduction—over a six month period or longer.  This massive reduction of flows to 4,150 cfs is equivalent to 517 million gallons of water every day.

Today, the Corps of Engineers began reducing the water flows in the Apalachicola River to 4,750 cfs, and they plan to continue reducing these flows to an eventual 4,150 cfs if drought conditions persist. 

“Reducing water flows by millions of gallons every single day will be tantamount to a death sentence to the Apalachicola River and Apalachicola Bay if these flow levels are maintained,” Congressman Boyd said.  “In Florida, thousands of jobs are at stake as well as the health of our environment and the communities that depend on the Apalachicola River and Bay for their livelihood.  The USFWS even agreed that this system is already seriously distressed, and the Corps' proposal only serves as a Band-Aid for a problem that is not going away.  I plan to continue fighting this violation of our resources, and I hope that a much more reasonable and long term water management solution will be developed so that we do not find ourselves in this difficult and damaging situation year after year.”

Over the past 35 years, the state of Florida has been ahead of the game when it comes to water supply planning through the development of a long term, statewide water management strategy.   In stark contrast, the state of Georgia has failed to plan for their water supply needs amidst major development in the state.  In fact, there currently is no moratorium on new development and associated new water requirements in the Atlanta Regional Area despite the fact that drought conditions are expected to continue.   

“Our state should not have to pay the price for Georgia's lack of long term water planning,” Boyd stated.  “The water supply problems in Georgia did not happen overnight, and they certainly are not exclusive to Georgia.  I strongly urge the state of Georgia to recognize their need to look further down the road and develop a plan for their continued growth and water needs.”

Since Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue asked the Army Corps of Engineers last month to reduce the minimum flow of water to the Apalachicola River, Congressman Boyd has been working with the state of Florida and with his colleagues in the Florida Congressional Delegation to block the alteration of the reservoir releases.   Earlier this month, Congressman Boyd and members of the Florida Delegation sent a letter to the House and Senate Leadership opposing the reckless legislation introduced by the Georgia Delegation that would allow any Governor or Secretary of the Army to suspend the protections provided by the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

“The Apalachicola River and the Apalachicola Bay are critical to our economy, our environment, and the quality of life for hundreds of thousands of residents,” Boyd said.  “The state of Florida must stand together to make sure that these resources are protected.”
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*A timeline of the Regional Water Supply Planning in Northwest Florida over the past 35 years is below.  

Regional Water Supply Planning in Northwest Florida
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Regional water supply planning efforts in northwest Florida have long focused on identifying and developing needed alternative water supplies to proactively meet long term water resource challenges in a manner that sustains water resources and associated natural systems and ecosystem functions.  As a result, inland ground water supplies and transmission pipelines have been developed, as well as water reuse facilities and a number of other projects across the district.  Concurrently, stringent regulatory measures have been instituted to improve water conservation and water use efficiency.

Unlike Florida, Georgia has never moved beyond paper exercises and plans for meeting the current and projected water supply needs of the upper basin.  Northwest Florida is far beyond just planning for the future needs of the area and has already secured sources and production capacity for water needs in critical areas through 2020.  Similar planning and implementation activities are occurring throughout the state of Florida.     

    -  1972:  Five water management districts were created by the Florida Legislature through passage of the Water Resource Act to focus on regional water supply needs.   
    -  1977:  Water supply planning and development of water supply future needs begins in Okaloosa, Walton, and Santa Rosa Counties, which was the Northwest Florida Water Management District (NWFWMD)’s first major water supply project following the creation of the district.   
    -  1982:  The first Regional Water Supply Development Plan for the NWFWMD was completed.   
    -  1997:  The Florida Legislature amended the Florida Water Resources Act, directing the state’s five water management districts to comprehensively assess the sufficiency of water supplies over a twenty-year planning period and to develop regional water supply plans for those areas with insufficient water sources to meet the 20 year project demands while also protecting the environment.   
    -  1998:  In response, the NWFWMD established seven water supply planning regions and completed the first District-wide Water Supply Assessment. Only Region II (Santa Rosa, Okaloosa and Walton Counties) was determined to need a Water Supply Plan at that time.   
    -  2001: The NWFWMD completed the Water Supply Plan for Region II .   
    -  2003:  The demand projections from the District-wide Water Supply Assessment were updated through 2025.   
    -  2005:  The Florida Legislature established the Water Protection and Sustainability Program Trust Fund for the purpose of providing a recurring source of funding to assist water suppliers and local governments in meeting long term alternative water supply development and other statewide water resource needs.  Since the 2005-2006 fiscal year, over $21 million in state funding has been appropriated through this program for alternative water supply and water resource development projects in northwest Florida.   Local Governments and utilities in northwest Florida have provided $40 million for these projects.  The total funding for the alternative water supply and water resource development projects is $60 million.    
    -  2006: The NWFWMD completed the first update of the Region II Regional Water Supply Plan.    
    -  2007: The NWFWMD completed a Water Supply Plan for Region V (Franklin and Gulf Counties). 

*Information provided by the Northwest Florida Water Management District.
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